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ords of all investigations show that streptococcal disease was
not an important problem in the south and that rheumatic
fever occurred less frequently in this area.

Dr. Coburn's book will not be of great interest to the
practitioner but contains a wealth of information for the
epidemiologist and others interested in infectious disease.
It should also be required reading for all those responsible
for the administration of medical services in the armed
forces should mobilization of troops on a large scale again
be necessary.

* * *

FUNDAMENTALS OF OTOLARYNGOLOGY, a Text-
book of Ear, Nose and Throat Diseases. By Lawrence R.
Boies, M.D., Clinical Professor of Otolaryngology, Univer-
sity of Minnesota Medical School, and Associates. W. B.
Saunders Company, Philadelphia, 1949. $6.50.

The first few sentences of the preface read, "This book is
the outgrowth of a plan for teaching the undergraduate
medical student the fundamentals of otolaryngology. As a
textbook it is not only designed to offer this basic instruction
to the student but also to provide fundamental information
to the physician who is not a specialist. It is not intended
as a complete'reference book." The authors have made a
sincere effort to keep the volume within these stated limits
and have achieved more than the expected success. They are
to be commended for a product that is singularly free from
recapitulation, rewriting or direct incorporation as a whole
or in part of the many outmoded procedures, practices and
theories that too often comprise up to one-third of the
average text. This is refreshing. Whether or not the re-
viewer agrees with or employs implicitly or explicitly-and
he does not-the theoretical expositions, method of diag-
nosis and proposed therapy, whether it be medical or surg-
ical, would be beside the point were it not for the fact that
such concord or disagreement acts as a baseline for the
following criticisms and commendations. However, it is
freely admitted that should every medical student and
physician who is not a specialist have available and use
intelligently the information available in this volume the
otolaryngologic problems would be handled in a far more
satisfactory manner thin is the present custom.
The book is divided into three approximately equal

sections: Part I, The Ear; Part II, The Nose; and Part III,
The Throat. The section on the ear is good except for Chap-
ter IX on Vertigo that seems somewhat involved for the
novitiate and general practitioner. One has to read through
several paragraphs to find that the direction of nystagmus
is designated as being in accord with the quick component.
The description of the in'ternal workings and cost of the
mechanical aids to hearing in Chapter X is interesting but
not sufficiently detailed to permit discussion of the subject
with the detail man, intelligent evaluation of the advertising
claims or of real value to posterity.

Part II devoted to the nose is excellent in all respects.
Chapter XV that deals with chronic nasal obstruction could
be improved by at least mentioning several of the gen-
eral conditions whose local manifestations produce nasal
obstruction. The chapters devoted to the accessory nasal
sinuses are adequate and present the modern attitude of
conservation in diagnosis, therapy and surgery. Chapter
XIX-Epistaxis-could be enlarged by at least 50 per cent
and still not devote an unwarranted amount of space to this
subject. This could be done at the expense of the following
chapter on Atrophic Rhinitis.

Part III-The Throat-irritates one in the very first chap-
ter (XXII) by referring the reader to subsequent chapters
for details in regard to the nasopharynx and retropharynx.
Chapter XXVII-Hoarseness-devotes most of its contents
to paralyses and rather skims over the more common and
more frequently encountered causes for hoarseness. Chapter

XXX in discussing anesthesia for esophagoscopy states,
"Local anesthesia for adults is quite satisfactory. The pro-
cedure is usually surprisingly comfortable for the patient."
Before one swallows this statement one should try an
esophagoscope. Chapter XXXII-Prescription and Thera-
peutic Procedures-offers ground for considerable differ-
ences of opinion. The reviewer is wholly opposed to the use
of an all glass laryngeal syringe even in the hands of the
expert. It frequently happens that the prescriptions are
outmoded by the time the book comes off the press.

In summary it is an excellent textbook. It is well made,
printed in good type on gloss paper and contains numerous
clear though in some instances poorly selected illustrations.
The table of contents is extensive and adequate. The index
is satisfactory. It is recommended to not only the direct
objectives-the medical student and the practitioner who is
not a specialist-but to all otolaryngologists.

* * *

OPERATIONS OF GENERAL SURGERY. By Thomas
G. Orr, M.D., Professor of Surgery, University of Kansas
School of Medicine, Kansas City, Kansas. Second Edition.
With 1700 Step-by-Step Illustrations on 721 Figures. W. B.
Saunders Company, Philadelphia, 1949. $13.50.

The second edition of this book has numerous additions
in each chapter. All of the newer developments in cardio-
vascular surgery have been added, and the techniques for
esophagectomy and total gastrectomy are clearly described.
A good balance between description and illustration has
been obtained, so that it is quite easy to visualize the main
technical points of each section. The author has selected the
most acceptable methods of dealing with the common
surgical problems, but he will find many who disagree with
his statements about local excision of gastric ulcer. The
volume has been devised for the beginner as well as the
practicing general surgeon, and for both it will be found
useful.

It should prove to be an excellent quick reference book
for the busy surgeon.

* * *

MYCOSES AND PRACTICAL MYCOLOGY, A Handbook
for Students and Practitioners. By N. Gohar, M.R.C.S.
(Eng.), L.R.C.P. (Lond.). Assistant Professor, Parasitol-
ogy and Mycology, Department of Clinical Pathology, Kasr
El Ainy Faculty of Medicine, Fouad I University, Cairo,
Egypt. The Williams and Wilkins Company, Baltimore,
1948. $6.00.

Increased interest in fungus disease has been reflected by
the publication in recent years of several texts describing
this group of infectious agents and the diseases caused by
them. The present work, by an English author, is the least
satisfactory of those that have come to the attention of the
reviewer. The classifications used seemed needlessly com-
plex. More than 20 species of pathogenic actinomycetes are
described. For clinical purposes, segregation of these organ-
isms into the anaerobic and the aerobic (nocardia) types is
entirely adequate. The discussion of coccidioidomycosis is
entirely inadequate and indicates that the author has not
seen many of the studies published in this country in the
last ten years. Histoplasmosis is mentioned but its possible
association with nontuberculous calcification of the lung has
been omitted. Ten pages have been devoted to a discussion
of sprue, which the author admits is probably not a disorder
resulting from infection of the gastrointestinal tract by
monilia (Candida), and similarly, considerable space is
devoted to fungus infections of the eyes, ears, and genito-
urinary tract. These are probably not of sufficient clinical
importance to require such extensive treatment.
The last half of the book is devoted to a general discussion

of fungus disease of the skin, which the reviewer did not
feel qualified to discuss in detail. The etiological agents are
segregated into a bewildering number of species, so many
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separate syndromes are described, and the suggested therapy
is so obscure that it seems unlikely that any physician could
manage patients adequately on the basis of the information
contained herein. This book cannot be recommended.

* * *

A TEXTBOOK OF NEUROPATHOLOGY with Clinical,
Anatomical and Technical Supplements. By Ben W. Lich-
tenstein, B.S., M.S., M.D., Associate Professor of Neurol-
ogy, University of Illinois College of Medicine. Illustrated.
W. B. Saunders Company, Philadelphia. 1949. $9.50.

This excellent volume is much more than a textbook of
neuropathology. It is a clear, concise presentation of neuro-
logical syndromes from a pathological standpoint. The author
states that it was primarily designed for medical students and
those training in neurology, neuropsychiatry and neurosur-
gery, and in this he has more than surpassed his primary
objective. For the teaching of neurology and neurosurgery,
there are available many very comprehensive works pertain-
ing to either field alone, but there is no other volume avail-
able which combines the important clinical and pathological
aspects in such an understandable manner. To those begin-
ning the study of neurology and neurosurgery, it should
prove to be an indispensable text.
As a reference book for those more experienced in the

treatment of diseases of the nervous system, the excellent
bibliography at the end of each chapter should prove to be
of great value. An added feature is the chapter termed
Clinical Supplement in which definitions and brief descrip-
tions of the many syndromes are presented. The chapter
concerning neuropathological technique might prove to be of
value purely as a reference but constitutes only a small por-
tion of the textbook and is-probably of much less general
interest than the material in the remainder of the book.
The illustrations are of excellent technical calibre, well

chosen, and add greatly to the value of a book which can be
highly recommended to every individual interested in the
treatment of diseases of the nervous system.

* * *

SYNOPSIS OF HERNIA. By Alfred H. lason, M.D., At-
tending Physician, Adelphi Hospital, Director of Surgery,
Brooklyn Hospital for the Aged. Grune and Stratton, New
York, 1949. $6.50.

This book, as the author states in his preface, is a con-
densation of his previous book on hernia published in 1944.
In so condensing his original book, Dr. Iason has eliminated
many of its most interesting sections, namely those on the
historical background, the theories of etiology, and the ex-
cellent discussion of the medicolegal aspects.

Surgeons operating on hernias would profit by familiarity
with the original book. Medical students, and those general
men doing occasional operations for hernia will find Dr.
Iason's latest book exactly what its title describes it as being,
a synopsis of hernia. It covers the various types of hernia,
from common inguinal to rare pelvic in all their aspects,
including anatomy, etiology, signs and symptoms, various
types of surgical treatment thereof and finally an enlighten-
ing chapter on recurrences. It is clearly and concisely writ-
ten and fairly well illustrated.
Those surgeons wishing to keep abreast of the latest de-

velopments in the anatomy and surgical technique of hernias
will find that this book does not contribute anything signi-
ficantly new to the subject and will profit more by reference
to the many excellent papers in the recent literature.

* * *

A TEXTBOOK OF PHARMACOGNOSY. By George E.
Trease, B.Pharm., F.R.I.C., F.L.S., Reader in Pharmacog-
nosy and Head of the Department of Pharmacy in the
University of Nottingham. Revised, Fifth Edition. The
Williams and Wilkins Company, Baltimore, 1949. $8.00.

Pharmacognosy is the science having to do with the recog-
nition of the nature and value of drugs, and more especially
of drugs of plant origin. The subject matter includes the

plant source, the gross and microscopic appearance of the
medicinal portion of the plant and the chemical nature of
its active principles. This book by George Edward Trease
covers the subject as completely as is possible in a book of
800 pages, and is well illustrated with photographs and
sketches of drugs plants and parts. The book is composed
of five parts entitled General Principles, Drugs of Vegetable
Origin, Drugs of Animal Origin, Chemistry, and Micros-
copy. Important chapters are on Commerce in Crude Drugs,
with many illustrative photographs, Cultivation of Medicinal
Plants, The Collection, Drying and Curing of Drugs, chapters
describing the separate phyla of drug plants, Constitution
of Drugs, Microscopical Study of Drugs and The Examina-
tion of'Powdered Drugs. The book is of value not only to
the pharmacist, but also to the physician who is interested
in knowing the character of the materials going into the
compounding of his prescription.

* * *

EARLY CARCINOMA OF THE UTERINE CERVIX-
Pathogenesls and Detection (Revised find Augmented Edi-
tion). By Hansjakob Wespi, M.D., Chief of the Obstetrical
and Gynecological Department, Frauenfeld Hospital,
Aarau, Switzerland. Grune and Stratton, Inc., New York,
1949. $6.50.

This small volume is a translation by Marie Schiller of a
monograph finished in 1943, first published abroad in 1946,
and now revised by the addition of references to American
papers of recent years, particularly those dealing with ex-
foliative cytology. The book is divided into four parts, the
first being a foreword of 25 pages written by Walter Schiller
and having very little to do with the rest of the volume.
Parts two and three, comprising the bulk of the monograph,
deal with colposcopy as employed by Wespi in nearly four
thousand cases seen in the obstetrical and gynecological de-
partment at the University of Zurich. The histology of the
normal and pathological cervical mucosa is presented and
numerous case reports are given in detail. The concluding
section discusses the development of carcinoma from various
atypical varieties of epithelium and offers some rambling re-
marks on the origin of cancer. There is a bibliography of
235 items, followed by 95 figures, most of them good repro-
ductions of photomicrographs of early carcinomatous lesions.
Basically this monograph is a plea for the use of colposcopy
in the diagnosis of early cervical carcinoma. It seems un-
likely, however, that the colposcope-never popular with
Amencan gynecologists-will ever be widely used now that
exfoliative cytology has become such a reliable diagnostic
tool. Despite its belated appearance, this book contains many
interesting observations, and it is recommended to all
gynecologists and pathologists.

* **

A DESCRIPTIVE ATLAS OF RADIOGRAPHS-An Aid
to Modern Clinical Methods. By A. P. Bertwistle, M.D.,
Ch.B., F.R.C.S., Ed. Seventh edition, revised and enlarged.
980 illustrations. The C. V. Mosby Company, St. Louis,
1949. $16.00.

In the first chapter of this book entitled "Milestones in
Radio-Diagnosis," an excellent historical summary is given
of the important discoveries of x-ray methods of examination
of various systems of the body. The remaining portion of the
book consists of illustrations of radiographs which are
accompanied by condensed descriptions and sometimes
brief case histories. Much worthwhile material is thus pre-
sented, but the absence of an explanatory text makes the
book somewhat fragmentary.

* * *

MALIGNANT DISEASE AND ITS TREATMENT BY
RADIUM-Volume 11. By Sir Stanford Cade, K.B.E., C.B.,
F.R.C.S., M.R.C.P., Surgeon, Westminster Hospital, Mount
Vernon Hospital and Radium Institute. Second edition.
The Williams and Wilkins Co., Baltimore, Md., 1949. $12.50.

Volume II of this series of three volumes deals with
malignant disease of the mouth, pharynx, larynx, and neck


